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Washing Hands With Pontius Pilate. 

From the Editor: 

Below you will find a copy of my letter to the Washington Times, as well as the article about 
Horiuchi that prompted it. Claire Wolfe says it better in an essay entitled "You Will Pay For This 
Someday", which is being circulated on the net. (If I could have reached her in time to get her 
permission to reprint it here I would have.) In any case, here's what I told the Washington Times 
editor— 


Judge in Horiuchi Case Plays Pontius Pilate 
15 May 1998 

To the Editor, The Washington Times, Via Fax. 

U.S. District Judge dismissed the state involuntary manslaughter charges (transferred to federal 
court by a Clinton administration legal maneuver) against Lon Horiuchi, the FBI assassin of Mrs. 
Vicki Weaver at Ruby Ridge, Idaho in 1992. (Jerry Seper, The Washington Times, May 15, 1998). 
Those charges, as half-hearted and late-coming as they were, represented the last chance for 
justice in the Ruby Ridge case. 

Lodge, who claimed "Mr. Horiuchi did no more than was 'necessary and proper' for him to carry 
out his duties" under the "rules of engagement" given him by his federal bosses, found shelter for 
Horiuchi's crimes under a distorted interpretation of the Constitution's "supremacy clause." Yet 
he also attempted to wash his hands of responsibility for setting the assassin free by "reserving 
judgement" on Horiuchi's actions and by suggesting that the U.S. Department of Justice (which 
has shown a startling reluctance to prosecute Horiuchi or his bosses over the past six years) 
should charge him in federal court. This disingenuous imitation of Pontius Pilate has earned 
Judge Lodge the disdain of liberty-loving Americans. 

To suggest that the "Justice" Department of the criminal, even treasonous, Clinton Administration 
is interested in justice in this case would be laughable, were it not so cruel. We are, after all, 
talking about a man who cooly put a bullet through the head of an unarmed woman while she held 
her baby in her arms. 

Judge Lodge has done us one favor. By demonstrating that there is no justice to be found in the 
courts (just as the incompetent Congressional Republicans demonstrated during the Ruby Ridge 
and Waco hearings that no relief from murderous tyranny can be expected from THAT quarter), 



the judge has further defined the "Rules of Engagement" that the common folk can expect when 
dealing with the bloody, business-end of the Clinton administration's law enforcement stick. 

We common folk can now draw our own conclusions, and make our own preparations, for when 
those "rules of engagement" come to our town. Revolutions have been made of less. 

Mike Vanderboegh, P.O. Box 926, Pinson, AL 35126. 

The Washington Times 
Published in Washington, D.C. 
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Charges dismissed against FBI shooter 


By Jerry Seper 

THE WASHINGTON TIMES 


[A] federal judge Thursday dismissed involuntary manslaughter charges against an FBI 
sharpshooter who killed the wife of white separatist Randall Weaver during a 1992 standoff at the 
family's remote cabin in Ruby Ridge, Idaho. 

U.S. District Judge Edward J. Lodge in Boise ruled that agent Lon Horiuchi was acting in the line 
of duty when he fired the shot that hit Vicki Weaver in the head. The Justice Department had 
argued that the agent was protected by an 1891 Supreme Court ruling preventing federal officers 
from being prosecuted by states for actions within the scope of their job. 

"The actions of Mr. Horiuchi had tragic results," the judge said. "However, Mr. Horiuchi did no 
more 

-- Continued from Front Page -- 

than what was 'necessary and proper' for him to carry out his duties under the totality of the 
circumstances." 

Judge Lodge, however, noted in a tersely written, 17-page order that while the case should be 
dismissed under the Supreme Court ruling, his order was "not to be construed as a finding by this 
court as to whether or not Mr. Horiuchi should be charged with a federal crime" or that it 
constituted a finding "of Mr. Horiuchi's guilt or innocence." 

"Whether or not Mr. Horiuchi or his superiors who established the rules of engagement in effect at 
the time should be prosecuted for any offense in federal court is not before this court and this 
court reserves judgment on the same," he wrote. 

At the time of the shooting on Aug. 22, 1992, Mr. Horiuchi was one of 10 FBI snipers on a 
mountainside overlooking the Weaver cabin. They were acting under modified rules of 
engagement by FBI supervisors saying they "could and should" shoot any armed male. Mr. 
Horiuchi was attempting to hit Weaver friend Kevin Harris, who was armed with a rifle, when he 
shot Mrs. Weaver as she stood behind a cabin door. The same bullet also struck Mr. Harris as he 
ran behind the door. 




High-ranking FBI officials in Washington who directed the standoff have denied issuing the 
modified orders, although the "could and should" rules were given to each of the sharpshooters 
as they proceeded toward the cabin. Standard rules of engagement allow agents to shoot 
suspects if their lives or the lives of others are in jeopardy. 

Mr. Horiuchi was charged in August 1997 by Boundary County, Idaho, prosecuting attorney 
Denise Woodbury with being negligent, reckless and careless in firing the shot that killed Mrs. 
Weaver. 

Mrs. Weaver was the third person to die in two days of gunfire at the cabin. Her son, Samuel, 14, 
and Deputy U.S. Marshal William F. Degan died in a separate shootout a day earlier. U.S. marshals 
had gone to the site to arrest Mr. Weaver on a fugitive warrant. FBI agents responded after Mr. 
Degan was killed. 

Mr. Horiuchi was accused of using a gun in a reckless manner by firing through the cabin's front 
door "without first determining whether any person other than his intended target was behind the 
door." He had faced 10 years in prison. 

The standoff ended Aug. 31, 1992, when Mr. Weaver surrendered. He and Mr. Harris, both of whom 
were wounded, were acquitted in July 1994 on murder charges in the Degan death. An Idaho jury 
ruled that the two men had acted in self-defense. The jury also rejected charges that the men 
conspired to provoke a confrontation with federal officers. 

Mr. Weaver was convicted of failing to appear for trial on weapons charges and of committing an 
offense while on release from a federal court. He served an 18-month sentence and now lives in 
Montana. 

During the first Ruby Ridge trial, Mr. Horiuchi said he never meant to shoot Mrs. Weaver. He said 
he fired at Mr. Weaver a few minutes before as he approached an outbuilding near the cabin and 
that Mr. Weaver, Mr. Harris and Mr. Weaver's oldest daughter, Sara, 16, then sprinted to the cabin. 

The agent said he was trying to keep Mr. Harris from gaining entrance to the cabin, where he 
"could have shot at me or my agents or the helicopter, knowing we could not have shot at him" 
for fear of harming the Weaver children inside. 

Last year, the Justice Department said it would not charge four high-ranking FBI officials in the 
deaths, saying "an exhaustive investigation involving hundreds of interviews and the review of 
hundreds of thousands of pages of documents" found that the evidence did not support further 
criminal prosecution. 

The department's inquiry had targeted former FBI Deputy Director Larry A. Potts, who directed the 
siege as head of the bureau's criminal division, and Daniel O. Coulson, deputy assistant director 
of the criminal division. 

FBI officials, including Mr. Potts, denied ordering a change in the standard deadly-force policy. 

But two field agents, including Eugene F. Glenn, agent in charge of the Salt Lake City field office 
and on-site commander at the Weaver cabin, have sworn that Mr. Potts approved the policy. 
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